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Robert S. Brewer, Jr., Of Counsel 
brewer@scmv.com | P:  619.685.3089 | F:  619.685.3100 
 

 Intellectual Property 
 Litigation 
 White Collar Criminal Defense/Government Investigations 

 
Mr. Brewer’s practice focuses on a variety of civil litigation and white collar defense areas including government 
investigations, fraud, business and commercial torts, health care and intellectual property disputes. 

Education 
Mr. Brewer received a B.A. from St. Lawrence University in 1968 and his J.D. from University of San Diego 
School of Law in 1975.   

Employment Background 
Mr. Brewer was a respected prosecutor in Los Angeles from 1975-1982, serving as a Deputy District Attorney and 
as an Assistant U.S. Attorney – including as Assistant Chief of the Criminal Division – prosecuting cases involving 
espionage, bank robberies, smuggling, narcotics, murder for hire and civil rights violations. 

Upon moving back to San Diego in 1982, Mr. Brewer entered private law practice specializing in a variety of 
civil litigation and white collar defense areas.  He co-founded the San Diego law firm of Chapin & Brewer in 1987 
and served as the managing partner of the San Diego office of McKenna & Cuneo from 1991-2008. 

Prior to joining Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek, Mr. Brewer was a partner in the San Diego office of the 
international law firm Jones Day and was Partner in charge of the San Diego office, 2012-2013.  He was a 
candidate for San Diego County District Attorney in 2014. 

Before entering the field of law, Mr. Brewer was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army and 
served in Vietnam for 15 months as an Advisor to the Vietnamese Airborne Division, in combat in both Cambodia 
and South Vietnam, and an Operations Officer with MACSOG.  For his combat service in Vietnam he was 
awarded the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, two Air Medals (one for valor), the Joint Service Commendation Medal 
and various Vietnamese medals for valor. 
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Representative Matters 
 Represented Boeing in a wide ranging multi-year investigation concerning the testing and quality control 

of certain metals used in the manufacture of military aircraft 
 Represented Radio Shack Corporation in numerous statewide and national class action matters involving 

the classification and pay of store managers.  Successfully defended a class action jury trial in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 Represented Alvarado Hospital in a Federal jury trial involving alleged illegal recruitment payment to 
physicians 

 Represented numerous physicians in health care investigations involving Medicare reimbursements and 
treatment classifications 

 Represented several Superior Court Judges regarding investigations by the State Commission on Judicial 
Performance 

 Represented numerous real estate developers in both civil dispute and criminal investigations 
 

Professional Affiliations & Admissions 
 State Bar of California 
 American Bar Association 
 San Diego Bar Association 
 Enright Inn of Court (Master and Past President) 
 Federal Defenders (Former Board Member) 
 Advisory Board, United States Courts for the Ninth Circuit (2011-present) 

 

Community Affiliations 
 Mt. Soledad Veterans Memorial Association (Trustee) 
 StarPal (Board Member) 
 Downtown Rotary Club 
 San Diego Humane Society (Former Board Member) 
 Canine Companions for Independence (Donor and Former “Puppy Raiser”) 
 American Red Cross (Volunteer) 
 San Diego American Cancer Society (Partnership Council Member) 
 Patriot's Initiative (Advisory Board) 

 

Publications & Speaking Engagements 
 Veteran’s Day, Rancho Bernardo Veterans Memorial, Keynote Speaker (2015) 
 Adjunct Professor, USD School of Law (co-taught Advanced Civil Litigation) (2014) 
 Numerous speeches on Criminal Law issues as Candidate for San Diego County District Attorney (2014) 
 Veteran’s Day, Poway Veterans Memorial, Keynote Speaker (2013) 
 Cal Western School of Law, Law Review Dinner, Keynote Speaker (2012) 

 

Professional Awards & Honors 
 Recipient, Distinguished Graduate Award, USD School of Law (2016) 
 Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America (1998-present) 
 Recognized in San Diego Super Lawyers (1998-present) 
 Named San Diego’s Criminal Defense White-Collar Lawyer of the year by Best Lawyers (2011) 
 Recipient of the Daniel T. Broderick Award (for Civility and Ethics), San Diego Bar Association (2009) 
 Named by Chambers USA as one of the leading white-collar crime/government investigations lawyer in 

California (2008) 
 Named by San Diego Super Lawyers magazine as one of the Top 10 Lawyers in San Diego (2008) 
 Fellow, American College of Trial Lawyers (1999) 


